LESSON 18 (Eighteen)

MERRY CHRISTMAS

EREPRIR

A: Merry Christmas, Mr. Song.

S: Merry Christmas and Happy new year to you, Mr. Mo. Time flies, the beginning of the year
remains in my mind, it turns to the end of the year.

A: Yes, it is. I wonder why Christmas is so popular in the world, you know I am a Buddhist in
China, right now Christmas celebration is more popular than other religion else.

S: I know very little about Christianism, but I do enjoy the atmosphere and the culture of
Christmas.

A: Can you share with me something about the Christmas? I am interested in learning it.

S: It is my pleasure. Christmas is a Christian festival celebrating the birth of Jesus, and Catholics
as well. The English term Christmas means Mass on Christ’s [kraist] Day, it is of fairly recent
origin. It is a hallowed night. Since early 20th century, it has been a secular family holiday,
celebrated by Christians and non-Christian family.

A: What do people usually do at Christmas?

S: People in many countries at Christmas can have a long holiday, normally in western countries
people have 7-day plus long holiday. People would like to make good use of the Christmas
season, they go traveling, go visiting friends and family relatives. Of course, they would have a
big feast (banquet) to celebrate the unique holiday. Some people would like to roast a big turkey
and share it with family members and neighbours.

A: Are there any fantastic activities at Christmas?

S: Yes, there are many interesting activities, among them the most popular activity is exchanging
gifts. People are pleased to send elaborated Christmas cards among friends, relatives and
workmates. Children are more exciting than ever, as they are expecting gifts from Santa Clause,
they are told Santa Clause would slip into the house through the chimney and put the gifts into
their socks. Children would find various gifts when they wake up the next morning.

A: What is Santa Clause?

S: Santa Clause is a mythical and legendary figure, who is the traditional patron of Christmas.
A: Wow, that sounds like Chinese spring festival. While we were in China, we celebrated spring
festival more than any other holidays else. We also have a long holiday and have big feast, the
most unique tradition at spring festival is to spread “Hongbao”, (which is) a red envelope
wrapped with cash, and to greet each other, saying “Happy new year”, “Gong x1 fa cai” in
Chinese Canton.

S: Do they have any special celebrating activities at spring festival?

A: Yes, they do. They would usually have dragon lantern dancing, that is a long paper-made,
section by section, with light inside, a dozen of meter long mythical dragon. They are playing
dragon lantern to bless no disaster in the coming year and symbolize lucky in the coming year.
S: I like Chinese spring festival and hope someday I could visit China at spring season.

A: Sure. I like Christmas snow and the beautiful decoration at the season.

S: Have you ever heard of summer Christmas?

A: No, really? Where is it?

S: I had a summer Christmas vacation in New Zealand 3 years ago. The sunshining beach, dark
blue sea water, flower-like clouds dotted in the light blue sky and warm climate, what an
enjoyment it was! You had never thought of it that was Christmas Day. What beautiful memory it
remains!



A: T wish I could have a summer Christmas vacation in New Zealand someday.
S: You certainly will. Don’t forget to bring some Christmas gifts to me and send me Christmas

cards with summer beach sightseeing dated Dec 25th.
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Like
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I like summer and autumn in Canada.
How do you like it?
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The lights shine like diamonds.
She looks like a Bobby.
What is the weather like today?
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We determined that we’ll make it.
*  You’ll have to judge what it is right by yourself.
. Please make a comment on “do or do not, that is a question™.
e  Be grateful and thank to whoever helps you.
* Do you know if he will come to the zoom meeting?
*  We have not decided when we would go visiting China.
*  Please tell him we will leave for China the moment the pandemic is over.
e She is afraid she would loss her way in the dark forest.

Asking and answering practice:
* Do you celebrate Christmas in China?
*  What do you usually do at Christmas?
* Do you enjoy Christmas holidays?
*  Which one do you like best, the Chinese spring festival or Christmas?
*  What do you usually do on Chinese spring festival?
*  How do you like the tradition of exchanging “hongbao” on spring festival in China?
*  Have you ever been to New Zealand? How do you like it?
*  Have you experienced summer Christmas? Where?
*  What do you usually do on Chinese spring festival in Canada?

Homework
*  Make sentences with “like”.
*  Make sentences with “make good use of”.
*  Say something you do at Christmas.
e Say something you do on Chinese spring festival.



e  Say something about dragon lantern dancing.
e Ask aquestion.
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. What did you do at Christmas? (one sentence)
e  What do you usually do on spring festival? (one sentence)
* Do you like dragon lantern dancing?
* Do you exchange Christmas cards and gifts with your friends?
*  What do you write on your Christmas cards?
*  Have you ever been to any other foreign countries besides Canada?
*  Which countries have you been to besides Canada?
e Which country do you like best in your opinion?
*  How do you celebrate Chinese spring festival in Canada? (one sentence)
*  Where are you going to spend your next Christmas?
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