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Boston English Centre: 50 Topics for Everyday Life Conversations
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Can | help you?
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Yes, | need some help to find a jacket.
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What are you looking for?
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Well, I’d like this black wool coat.
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This one here?
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Yes, but I'd prefer that color be navy blue.
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Let me look in the back. What about this
one? Try it on.
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It’s a little small in the shoulders.
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Let me get one more. Try this one.
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Okay. This fits fine, except for the arms.
It's a little long in the arms.
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Yes, | see. Well, we can tailor that for you.
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You can tailor a jacket here?
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Well, not me, but | can take your
measurements. Our tailor comes into
work later today.
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What time?
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At two.
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I’ll just come back at that time, to be sure
he gets the right measurements.
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No problem. Anything else | can help you

Not right now. Maybe when | come back.
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Alright then. Thank you for coming in. Have a good day.
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You too. Bye now.
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I’d like to have a traditional Chinese dress
made.
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You mean a ‘gipao”?
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That’s right. I’d like a black color with red
or gold dragons on it.
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Beautiful! A very traditional design.
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How much would it cost?
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It depends upon the kind of fabric. Silk
would cost more but it has a nicer look
to it. Polyester is cheaper of course.
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How many meters would it take?
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That also depends upon the dress length,
the length of the sleeves, and the
neckline.
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I’d like to have a style with three-quarter
sleeves, and long with slits up the sides.
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It would probably take about 2 meters
and then you also have to buy a lining for
it.
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How about those fancy little fasteners
that are used on the dresses?
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We call those “buttons” in China.
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In America, we call them ‘frogs”.
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| would really like to buy you that plaid
skirt.
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| think the design would make me look too
fat.
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Good graces, no. You're thin as a rail
now. If you were skinnier, you’d blow
away in the wind.
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| actually think a dark color would be
better. | have more things | could wear it
with.
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But all your clothes are so dark. | think
you should ‘lighten up.”
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Okay, maybe you are right. | could go with
a lighter color but definitely not that plaid.
It looks too juvenile.
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It’s the new look for the autumns. Don’t
you read any of the fashion magazines?
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What are you doing reading the fashion
magazines?
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| like to see how they coordinate the
colors for a new season.
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Are you sure that’s all you do? Maybe you
like to look at the fashion models?
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| think the design would make me look too fat.
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